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SUBJECT: INQUIRY FROM JUSTICE DEPARTMENT 

1. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED LETTER DATED SEPTEMBER 5, REF. 

TEK:DER 60-28-15, FROM DOUGLAS ROSENTHAL, FOREIGN 
COMMERCE SECTION, JUSTICE DEPARTMENT'S ANTITRUST DIVISION. 
ROSENTHAL ASKS FOR INFORMATION ON SWISS WATCH INDUSTRY 
AND REFERS TO AN EARLIER MESSAGE COORDINATED WITH FLATIN 
WHICH NOT YET RECEIVED HERE. WOULD BE GRATEFUL FOR 
APPROPRIATE BACKGROUND INFORMATION BY CABLE. 

2. WE ABLE SATISFY SOME OF ROSENTHAL'S INFORMATION NEEDS, 

AS SET FORTH BELOW, FROM INFORMATION ALREADY IN HAND. 

THOSE QUESTIONS WE CANNOT ANSWER READILY WOULD REQUIRE 
CONTACTING SWISS FIRMS IN QUESTION, WHICH WOULD HAVE 

TO BE PRECEDED BY DISCUSSION WITH GOS OFFICIALS; 

WASHINGTON AGENCIES ALREADY COGNIZANT DIFFICULTIES 
INVOLVED IN SEEKING COMMERCIAL INFORMATION FROM SWISS 
FIRMS. WHETHER WE COULD REASONABLE HOPE OBTAIN ANSWERS, 
ASSUMING GOS DOES NOT OBJECT OUR TRYING TO DO SO, DOUBTFUL. 

3. ROSENTHAL POSES NINE QUESTIONS TO WHICH WE ABLE 
REPLY AS FOLLOWS: 

QUESTION 1 - ADDRESSES ARE: 

SOCIETE SUISSE POUR L'INDUSTRIE HORLOGERE SA 
RUE AMI-LULLIN 4, 1200 GENEVA 

SOCIETE SUISSE POUR L'INDUSTRIES HORLOGERE MANAGEMENT SEVICES 
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ZENTRAL STRASSE 63, 2500 BIEL 
FABRIQUES D'HORLOGERIE CHS. TISSOT ET FILS SA 
CHEMIN DES TOURELLES 17, 2400 LE LOCLE/NE 
OMEGA LOUIS BRANDT & FRERE SA 
STAEMPFLISTRASSE 95, 2500 BIEL 

QUESTIONS 2, 3, AND 8 - STRUCTURE OF SSIH, ITS INCOME, 
SALES AND GROWTH ARE ALL DESCRIBED IN A JUNE 12 PRESS 
CLIPPING COPY OF WHICH BEING AIRPOUCHED FLATIN. 
QUESTIONS 2 (A) - WE DOUBT WHETHER IT IS POSSIBLE TO 
OBTAIN ANSWERS TO ANY OF THESE QUESTIONS EXCEPT 
TO IDENTIFY DIRECTORS. APPROPRIATE ENTRIES FROM 
COMMERCIAL REGISTER NAMING DIRECTORS BEING INCLUDED 
PACKAGE TO FLATIN. 

QUESTIONS 4, 5, 6, 7 - INCOME AND SALES IN US BY SSIH, 

TISSOT AND OMEGA PROBABLY MORE READILY OBTAINABLE 
THROUGH THOSE FIRMS' US AFFILIATES. EVEN SHOULD 
WE OBTAIN GREEN LIGHT FROM GOS TO CONTACT FIRMS 
HERE, DOUBT THAT THEY WOULD REVEAL THIS 
INFORMATION TO US. 

QUESTION 9 - EMBASSY HAS A CONSIDERABLE F IL E OF PRESS 
CLIPPINGS AND OTHER INFORMATION ON SSIH. WHETHER 
THESE WOULD BE OF VALUE TO ROSENTHAL DEPENDS ON 
NATURE AND PURPOSE OF HIS INTEREST. 

4. PLEASE ADVISE WHETHER WE SHOULD APPROACH GOS 
WITH VIEW CONTACTING FIRMS DIRECTLY, AND WHETHER 
COPIES OF OUR GENERAL PRESS CLIPPINGS NEEDED. 

DAVIS 
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